
Mnemonics for Chemistry 

The first 20 elements: 

Harry, He Likes Betty But Can Not Obtain Frequent Necking. 
Naughty Maggie Always SiPS ClAret and Kisses Calmly. 

 
Elements 21 – 30 (first row of transition metals): 

Scrub Til Very Crean... Many Females Contain Nice Curvy Zones. 

Elements 31 – 36: 

Galloping Germane Ascends the Seedy Brothel Krazily. 

Electrochemistry: 

OiL RiG          (Oxidation  is   Loss of electrons;  Reduction   is   Gain of electrons) 
RC cOlA  (Reduction at the Cathode, Oxidation at the Anode) 

 

Diatomic Elements: 
BrINClHOF  (say “Brinkelhof”) 
Help Our Needy Class Find Brains Immediately 

 

First 10 simple hydrocarbons: 

Mother Eats Phone Books and Pink Hats ‐‐ Has Oxygen/Nitrogen Discomfort 

Methane, Ethane, Propane, Butane, Pentane, Hexane, Heptane, Octane, Nonane, Decane 

Gibbs Free Energy equation: 

  Giving Homework Tonight Sucks    (ΔG = ΔH – TΔS) 

Polyatomic Anions: 

NASCP  (say “nayskip”)  is nitrate (NO3
‐), acetate (CH3COO

‐), sulfate (SO4
2‐), carbonate (CO3

2‐),  
phosphate (PO4

3‐); notice they are in order of increasing charge. 

Nick the Camel ate a Clam Supper in Phoenix.   
         Nick ‐ N with 3 consonants and 1 vowel therefore NO3

‐1   (nitrate) 

         Camel ‐ C with 3 consonants and 2 vowels, therefore CO3
‐2   (carbonate) 

         Clam ‐ Cl with 3 consonants and 1 vowel, therefore ClO3
‐1  (chlorate) 

         Supper ‐ S with 4 consonants and 2 vowels, therefore SO4
‐2  (sulfate) 

         Phoenix ‐ P with 4 consonants and 3 vowels, therefore PO4
‐3  (phosphate) 

 


